Liver transplantation today.
In summary, liver transplantation has truly come of age. To put things in perspective, the recipient waiting list at the University of Pittsburgh never includes fewer than 200 suitable candidates, and it continues to grow in spite of the fact that we are now doing essentially one transplant per day. There are many excellent transplant centers throughout the United States and Europe, the only limiting factor being the supply of donors. Orthotopic liver transplantation is now covered by most major health insurance carriers, and some form of government coverage is anticipated for the indigent. As the supply of donors increases with aggressive education programs, the need for transplantation centers will also increase. However, this should not be uncontrolled growth. Mandatory training in transplantation surgery will surely be required as a prerequisite to the establishment of transplant centers in the future. The field of organ transplantation is the newest and most dynamic in medicine today. The results are encouraging and acceptable and offer the only hope to many persons dying of end-stage organ failure. With improvements in immune modulation at hand, organ transplantation will soon become a commonplace procedure offering a completely normal life expectancy.